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Read the following text carefully: 

  

 When Omar Castillo was 8 years old, he became so 

alarmed by a TV programme describing Mexico’s 

vanishing rainforests that he set out on an 870-mile 

walk to the Tuxtla Guitierez rainforest with his dad. 

When Omar reached the forest and was told that only the 

President of Mexico could save the trees, he returned to 

the capital to ask the President for help. When the President refused to meet 

him, Omar set up a tent in the plaza outside the Presidential Palace and soon 

became a national hero. The President was forced to meet with the determined 

youngster and promised to protect the forest. 

 Soon, however, Omar learned a bitter lesson: politicians do not always 

keep their promises. But Omar has not given up. He has since travelled across 

Mexico on foot and bicycle to protest against industrial pollution and nuclear 

power. 

 “ The Earth is very sick, “ Omar says. “Only the children can heal the 

planet; it is our home and Mexico is our house. We can’t just pack and go to 

Jupiter or Mars.” At the age of 15, Omar, with his father, embarked on a five-

month bike trip across the nation, calling for the introduction of environmental 

science in school textbooks. “ Getting the environment into schoolbooks was my 

greatest victory,” says Omar. 
 

A. True or False? Quote from the text to support your answer. 

 

1. Omar’s fight for the protection of the environment started very recently. 

2. The President decided to receive Omar right away. 

3. After meeting the President he decided to stop his environmental campaign. 

4.There is so much children can do to save the planet. 

5.His trip round the country went on for a whole year. 
 



B. Answer the questions. 
 
1.Why did Omar decide to start his campaign for environmental protection? 
......................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................ 
2.” Getting the environment into the schoolbooks was my greatest victory.” Can you 
find the subject “Environment” in your own schoolbooks? Give examples. 
......................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................. 
 

 
C. Give a short definition of the following: 
 
1. drought; 
2. Heatwaves; 
3.deforestation;  
4. monsoon 
5. thunderstorm 
6. tornadoes 
7. typhoons. 
8. wind turbines 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                             GOOD WORK !  
 

Ponus question: 
 

Complete the sentences: 
 
1. If we don’t protect the environment,  ......................................................... 
2. If Omar was in power,  ........................................................................... 
3. If everybody acted like Omar,  .................................................................. 
 
 


